
 
  

every person who walks through our doors – with 
dignity, love, and respect – no matter what their 
situation is.” 
 

Kristi brings several years of non-profit management 
experience to ABL, providing compassionate 
leadership and care to the families we serve. The 
Board of Directors is confident in her ability to lead ABL 
and is pleased to welcome Kristi as our new CEO. 
 
 

The Beacon 
 
a light leading to life an update from ABL 

ABL WELCOMES NEW CEO 
Kristi Hofferber looks forward to building a culture of life through her leadership 

work. I am very grateful for the opportunity to be at 
ABL, and I look forward to further building a culture 
of life in Maryville, and more broadly in Southern 
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purpose. Kristi currently serves on the Southern 
Illinois District Advocates for Life team and is a 
member of the Lutherans for Life Speakers Bureau. 
 

“It is my dream to be in such a position to educate 
women and provide hope and help to mothers and 
families who are facing unplanned pregnancies,” 
Kristi says. “In fact, this is exactly where I felt called to 
be when going back to get my education in social 
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A Beacon of Light Pregnancy Help Center (ABL) is 
pleased to welcome Kristi Hofferber as our new 
CEO. Kristi joined our ministry in October 2022. She 
has a master’s degree in Social 
Work, as well as over ten years of 
speaking, volunteering, and work 
experience in the pro-life field. 
 

Kristi graduated from Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville in 
2015. She was compelled to go 
back to school and leave her ten-
year career in banking after 
learning of her own life story of an 
unthinkable beginning to a life with 

Illinois. My philosophy on life 
issues stems from my own 
beginning. We must first recognize 
that each life is created in the 
image of God. I am humbled to be 
leading an organization that shares 
this philosophy and recognizes 
that even individuals like myself 
who  came from a very traumatic  
conception have infinite worth. 
This is how we approach each and  
 

ABL continues to be a part of the 40 Days for Life 
peaceful, prayerful vigil in Granite City. The Center 

participated in 1,820 hours of prayer 
with 37 churches and organizations 

in the fall. We prepare to be a part of the 
upcoming Spring campaign which begins 

on February 22, 2023, and ends on 
April 2, 2023.     z 

  



  

PAGE 2 THE BEACON 

Roe v. Wade Has Been Overturned, 
So Where Do We Go From Here?  
According to Newton’s Third Law of Motion, “for every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction.” So, with that being 
said, now that Roe v. Wade has been overturned, we can 

education standards in K-12 schools. The sex education bill 
provides very graphic materials to children at a very young 
age. Given the ability to opt out of the curriculum, Awake 

expect a reaction from those who do not 
value life in the same way. The underlying 
question is, where do we go from here? 
 

First and foremost, we keep praying. This 
is not a time to give up and retreat! As 
expected, legislation is now changing to 
further expand abortion services, while 
limiting what can and cannot be done by 
individuals, organizations, and groups 
who uphold the value of life. In fact, Illinois 
is currently seeing this happen across the 
state. We have just seen an amendment 
to HB4664 that will allow the expansion of the abortion 
industry in numerous ways: 
 

1. This amendment will no longer require the presence of a 
physician during a surgical abortion when there is no 
general anesthesia used. This opens the door for physician 
assistants, midwives, and some nurses to perform 
abortions. 

2. Doctors can be given a “temporary permit” to cross state 
lines and perform abortions in Illinois. 

3. Doctors who have previously lost their license for 
performing illegal abortions in other states will be allowed 
to perform abortions in Illinois. 

4. Doctors and medical institutions will not be held 
responsible for the death of a patient, so long as the 
abortion was legal and agreed upon by the patient. 

5. The amendment gives birthing centers the ability to 
perform abortions. 

6. Insurance plans that are not exempt from state insurance 
law mandates are now required to cover abortion, 
abortifacients, and hormonal therapy medication without 
cost to the clients. 

In 2019 we saw a shift in legislation in Illinois with The 
Reproductive Health Care Act. This legislation eliminated 
many requirements that protected women, including the 
requirement of abortion facilities to be licensed or inspected 
in the state of Illinois (while hair salons, tattoo parlors, and dog 
kennels do have to pass state inspections). We have also seen 
other more recent legislation that eliminated parental 
notification, and the passing of a bill that updated the sex 

Illinois has reported that only 20 school 
districts are implementing the new 
standards while over 530 school districts 
have opted out.  
 

The most recent restrictions seen in 
Southern Illinois for those who uphold the 
value of life were in Carbondale, Illinois, in 
January 2023.  The Carbondale City 
Council created a 100-foot radial “bubble 
zone” from the entrance of any healthcare 
facility or hospital to restrict displayed 
signs, sidewalk counseling efforts, and 

distribution of any materials (options other than abortion) to 
those entering these facilities. This was a heavy blow to the 
efforts in a city that is seeing exponential growth in abortion 
providing services. However, it is also motivating many 
individuals, churches, and organizations to collectively work 
together in the battle to save lives in this community. We must 
remember that God’s light is far brighter than any other, and 
He will shine a bright light in a very dark time in our state. 
Remaining faithful is key.   
 

Nationally, we have another bill to watch as well. H.R. 26 has 
recently passed in the House by 220-210. This bill is “A bill to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit a health care 
practitioner from failing to exercise the proper degree of care 
in the case of a child who survives an abortion or attempted 
abortion” according to Congress.gov. This bill, if passed, 
would essentially prevent babies from being born alive in an 
abortion procedure and then left to die. 
 

While Illinois is indeed becoming a sanctuary state for 
abortion, that does not mean that we give up. What it does 
mean is that we have to continue building a culture of LIFE by 
working harder and more creatively to meet women (and 
men) where they are. ABL remains committed to providing 
the support, compassion, and encouragement that women 
need when they are facing an unplanned pregnancy.  
 

We are looking at new ways to reach abortion vulnerable 
women and offering new opportunities to equip our clients 
with the knowledge and education that they need to make life 
affirming choices.  
 
 
 
 

Kristi Hofferber, ABL CEO 



 
 
 
  

ABL Gala Donations Will Directly Impact Our Clients 

Thanks to the generous donors at our Fall Gala, ABL raised funding that will go directly toward products 
and services that help our clients. We count on the support of our pro-life community to help fund the 
needs in our Center which include stocking our Baby Boutique, renewing our annual BrightCourse 
subscription, and providing a safe welcoming environment at our Center. ABL’s vision for every woman 
to experience God’s healing love and mercy in a family life styled after the Holy Family, embracing father, 
mother and children in a loving relationship with Christ and His Kingdom would not be possible without 
your support! 
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Thank You! 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING A BEACON OF LIGHT 
we are blessed to have support from the caring communities we serve  

Huge thanks to our many donors – private individuals 
as well as organizations that keep A Beacon of Light 

running and successful in protecting life and 
supporting families. We couldn’t do it without 
you! We count on the ongoing support of our 
wonderful community of local parishes, 

schools, and organizations. Your financial support 
and material donations make our work possible! 

 Parishioners of Ss. Peter & Paul, Collinsville 
St. Ann's Altar Society at MPH 

Parishioners of St. Paul Catholic Church, Highland 
Troy Knights of Columbus Council #9266 

St. Mary's, Edwardsville Ladies’ Guild 
Collinsville Knights of Columbus Council #1712 

Edwardsville Knights of Columbus Council #1143 
Collinsville Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary 

St. Boniface Church Big Bona Raffle 
St. Boniface Church & School 

Father McGivney Catholic High School 
St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus Council #13216 

Daughters of Isabella O’Reilly Circle 218 
Maryville Knights of Columbus Council #6625 
Joan Farnworth in memory of her son, Mark 

Grandma’s Attic 
Collinsville Food Pantry 

GlenEd Food Pantry 
Presbyterian Thrift Shop 

Collinsville Junior Service 
Polish American Ladies Society 

St. Jerome Church 
MPH Men’s Boosters 

MPH For Life 
Clinton County Citizens for Life 

Diocese of Springfield 
Chiropractic Care Center 

Polish American War Veterans Auxiliary 
Hillside Pet Clinic 

Daughters of Isabella, Edwardsville 

SPECIAL THANKS 
to the following 
organizations who 
have recently made 
a difference at ABL! 
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COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS 
just a few of our recent ABL miracles who stopped by to visit…  

Please keep all of our ABL babies – born and unborn 

– as well as their families in your prayers. 

Before 
I formed you 
in the womb, 
I knew you. 
Before you 
were born 
I set you 
apart. 

Jeremiah 1:5 
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DID YOU KNOW?... 
A Beacon of Light is a pregnancy help center located 
in Maryville, Illinois. But what does that actually mean? 
While we have an amazing community of pro-life 
supporters, we sometimes forget that they might not 
realize just exactly what a day at the Center looks like. 
Here's a rundown of the services we provide. Please 
share this information with anyone who wants to 
support our mission and anyone who might benefit 
from our services. 
• ABL offers free, confidential, medical-grade 

pregnancy tests and ultrasounds performed by 
certified technicians. 

• ABL’s volunteer staff work as counselors, mentors, 
and office administrators. Every volunteer working 
directly with clients goes through training that 
includes safety, confidentiality, sensitivity, options 
counseling, legal matters, and communication skills. 

• ABL is a member of Heartbeat International and 
National Institute of Family and Life Advocates 
(NIFLA).  

• A nurse manager oversees the volunteer staff and 
manages client files. 

• Most of ABL’s clients participate in our Earn While 
You Learn program where they earn credit for 
material goods from our Baby Boutique by taking 
online BrightCourse classes on topics such as 
prenatal care, parenting, relationships, faith, work-
life balance, and baby care. 

• ABL clients are encouraged to make appointments 
for pregnancy tests or ultrasounds; however, we do 
have walk-ins, and current clients are always 
welcome to stop by to visit, talk, vent, ask questions, 
or just catch up. 

• ABL is a no judgment zone, and clients (moms and 
dads) are always treated with the utmost respect, no 
matter their situation, life choices, or beliefs. 

• ABL is available to clients well after they give birth. 
We are here to help all the way through the toddler 
years and beyond.  

NEW SUPPORT GROUP OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLIENTS 
Due to growing interest among ABL clients, we are excited to offer new small group fellowship 
opportunities that will strengthen the relationships and confidence of our clients. 

Embrace Grace women’s small group 
and men’s small group sessions will 
inspire single parents through a pro-
love approach. 



  

ABL Staff and Board members would like to thank 
those who attended and/or supported our 2022 
Gala in any way! We were able to raise funding for 
several needs at the Center, including the desk and 
chair in the ultrasound room. With this update, the 
space looks very professional and serves the needs 
of the nurse manager and staff. 
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BABY BOUTIQUE NEEDS 
ways you can help those who need it 
 
Help ABL keep the following items in stock in our 
boutique for clients who use our “Earn While You Learn” 
program: 
 

Grocery/gas gift cards   
Diapers – especially size 3, 4, and 5 
Formula – our most popular brand used is 
Enfamil 
Baby lotion 

    
Needs are constantly changing. Call ABL at 618-855-9774 
to ask about the most urgent needs. Or, find more items on 
ABL’s Amazon wish list by searching for A Beacon of Light 
at http://smile.amazon.com/charitylists.  

Follow us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/ablpregnancyresource.org 
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Clients 
helped 

Supporting Parishes 

Volunteer Staff 

St. Boniface, Edwardsville 
St. Cecilia, Glen Carbon 
St. Elizabeth, Marine 
St. Mary, Edwardsville 
Mother of Perpetual Help, Maryville 
Ss. Peter & Paul, Collinsville 
St. Jerome, Troy 

Diane H. 
Shelly B. 
Becky M. 
Jeanne G. 

Cindy G. 
Judy W. 
Diane V. 
Mary L. 
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LET’S GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
Do we have your most up-to-date contact 
information? We’d love to email you about 
news and events at ABL and the pro-life 
community.  Email us with your name, mailing 
address, preferred email address, and any 
other contact info you’d like us to have on file. 
 

office@ablpregnancyresource.org 

A Beacon of Light 
PREGNANCY HELP CENTER 
6201 W. Main Street · Suite 150 
Maryville, IL 62062 

A BEACON OF LIGHT 
Pregnancy Help Center 
 
HOURS 
 
Monday 9 am – 2 pm 
 
Tuesday 9 am – 2 pm 
 
Thursday 9 am – 2 pm 
 
Evenings, Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday by 
appointment. 

Remember ABL in your will 
and memorials to continue 

your support for LIFE. 
 


